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•till more famous St. Martin, of Tours, and in the re- 
nowned monastery of Lerins, acquiring stores of know- 
ledge and experience for the great work which lay be- 
fore hiin. 

This brings us to the year 432, in which, as above said 
(sec. 3), he carried into execution his long-projected 
missionary visit to our shores. If we are right in as- 
signing the year 372 as that of his birth, it follows that 
he was sixty years old at the commencement of his mis- 
sion. He first landed on the coast of Leinster, probably 
at the place now called Wicklow. But having met 
with violent opposition from the Pagans and their 
idolatrous priests — the Druids or Magi — he took ship 
again, and directed his course to the northern parts of 
Ireland — the scene of his early captivity — and landed 
on the coast of Down ; perhaps in the Bay of Dun- 
drum, or, as Dr. Lanigan thinks, at or near Strang- 
ford. Here his preaching met with better success. His 
first convert was Dichu, the chieftain of that district, 
whose example was followed by a great many of 
his subjects. It was on this occasion that the 
celebrated chapel, called Sabhall Phadruig, or Pa- 
trick's Barn, was erected : being the first church foun- 
ded by St. Patrick, and the spot where his mortal re- 
mains probably repose. The modern name of this 
interesting place is Saul. 

The following year, A.D. 433, one of the most re- 
markable occurrences in St. Patrick's life took place — 
namely, his preaching on Easter-day before Leogaire, 
the supreme monarch of Ireland, at Tara, in the County 
Me&th, where the national parliament was then assem- 
bled for the celebration of the chief Pagan festival. An 
account of St. Patrick's visit to Tara, with the hymn 
which he composed on that occasion, and -which is 
known as the Zuireach Phadruii), or Patrick's Armour, 
is given in our last number, to which we, therefore, re- 
fer our readers. The subsequent events of his mission- 
ary career it is, according to Dr. Lanigan, next to im- 
possible to arrange with a sufficient degree of chronolo- 
gical accuracy.* After preaching throughout Heath, 
he seems next to have visited Connaught, about A.D. 
435. Having spent, it is thought, about seven years in 
his Connaught mission, lie then visited Leinster, the 
province in which he had been at first so unsuccessful. 
Now, however, it pleased God that his labours should 
be crowned with success : the princes of the country em- 
braced the Gospel with alacrity, and encouraged their sub- 
jects to do the same. Munster was now the only remain- 
ing province of Ireland where he had not made known 
the message of peace. It has been thought that the rea- 
son why he left Munster for the last was, that as Chris- 
tianity had been already planted there, his presence was 
less necessary than in other parts of the island. One 
of the first places in Munster which he visited was 
Cashel, which was then the seat of the royal residence. 
The date of this was about A.D. 445. The king, CEngus, 
became a convert, and assisted St. Patrick in setting to 
rights the ecclesiastical affairs in his kingdom. In Mun- 
ster he is supposed to have spent about seven years. 
Having concluded his labours there, he returned to 
Down, somewhere about the year A.D. 452 ; and took 
up thenceforth his abode at Saul, the place where, as we 
have seen, he first succeeded in planting the religion of 
Christ. About three years after his return to the north — 
that is to say, about the year A.D. 455 — he is supposed 
by many learned men to have fonnded the metropolitan 
See of Armagh. ■(• The date, however, of this event is 
much disputed. Archbishop Ussher fixes it ten years 
earlier — i.e., A.D. 445. 

Between the metropolitan church of Armagh, and the 
Abbey of Saul, St. Patrick spent the remainder of his 
days, in retirement and peace. Near the close of his life 
he seems to have written his famous " Confession," ad- 
dressed to the people of Ireland, with a view to give them 
an account of the motives which influenced him to under- 
take his mission.and the hopes which sustained him in his 
various trials and dangers : as also to record the good- 
ness of God towards himself and those among whom he 
had so long laboured. We may observe, in passing, that 
this work, which there is every reason to regard as the 
genuine production of St. Patrick, and the most valua- 
ble extant document relating to his life, is characterized 
throughout by an exalted tone of piety, and exhibits an 
unmistakeable evidence of a mind deeply imbued with a 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and a profound 
sense of their supreme authority. The year of his death 
is uncertain. The most generally received opinion as- 
signs for it A.D. 492 or 493. This would make his age 
120 years, which accordingly forms one of the four 
points of resemblance, remarked by certain ancient 
writers, between him and Moses. { The day of Ills de- 
cease is undisputed—namely, the 17th of March : which 
day has, accordingly, from time immemorial, be™ 
observed for his commemoration. It may seem strange 
that the burial-place of so great a saint should not be 
certainly known ; yet so it is. Some claim that honour 
for Armagh ; whilst others, with more probability, main- 
tain that he was buried in Down. The memory of the 
exact place of his interment must have been lost 

* Lanigan i., 2S7. 
t See Lanigan r.,313. 
} See Lanigan i„ 153. 



very early : for we find one of the ancient writers 
above alluded to,* and who wrote, probably, about the 
close of the seventh century, stating the fourth point of 
resemblance between St. Patrick and Moses to consist 
in this, that " no one knew where were his bones." 

SEC 7* TWO OPPOSITE ERRORS RESPECTING ST. 
PATRICK TO BE AVOIDED. 

We have all along taken for granted that the 
various accounts which remain to us of the life of St. 
Patrick, though differing from each other in many points, 
are all correct in affirming, as they do, his actual exist- 
ence and his mission to Ireland ; yet a few learned men 
have been found who have not hesitated to assert that 
the whole history of his life is a fable, f Some of their 
reasons are plausible ; but they are not strong enough 
to shake the historical evidence on the other side. This 
scepticism seems to have been nothing else than a reac- 
tion against the boundless credulity with which dark 
and superstitious ages received and exaggerated the 
marvellous stories handed down respecting the miracu- 
lous powers of the saint. Whilst, therefore, we, on the 
one hand, feel ourselves compelled to reject such stories 
as idle tales, we feel no hesitation, upon the other, in 
protesting against a reckless criticism, which, if pursued 
to its legitimate consequences, would leave the history 
of the past an utter blank. To such sceptics, if any such 
now exist, we recommend the following judicious obser- 
vations of Dr. O'Connor : — " Even if all the authorities 
and manuscripts in which St. Patrick is expressly men- 
tioned were destroyed, the laws of just criticism forbid 
that, after the lapse of so many ages, and the destruc- 
tion of so many monasteries and libraries as formerly 
existed in Ireland before the Danish invasions, the 
silence alone of such authors as remain (supposing such 
silence) should be admitted in evidence to overthrow a 
national tradition, so universal in every part of Ireland, 
Scotland, and Mann, so immemorial and so incorporated 
as that of St. Patrick i» with the traditionary usages, 
names, anniversaries, monastic ruins, and popular 
manners of the millions of Irishmen who have existed 
since his time. "J 



PURGATORY. 
We avail ourselves of this opportunity, according to 
the pledge given in our last number, to give our 
readers some extracts from a valuable work, attributed 
to St. Patrick, and which has been included in nearly 
all the collections of his works down to that of the 
learned Villanueva, published by Graisberry, Dublin, 
1835; and treated as genuine not only by the learned 
Protestant writers, Archbishop Ussher and Sir Henry 
Spelman, but also by Father Colgan and other eminent 
Roman Catholic writers, and which is, at any rate, 
admitted by all scholars to be a treatise of great value 
and antiquity. The tract we allude to is entitled " The 
Three Habitations," or abodes of spirits ; the subject 
of which is so directly connected with the matter in 
question, that it would be somewhat strauge if it did 

i not afford a strong testimony, one way or other, upon it. 

\ We think it docs afford a striking negative testimony in 
favour of the assertion of Protestants, that the doctrine 
of a belief in purgatory is not based upon a tradition 
as old as the times of the apostles, but is an inven- 
tion of a more modern date, which men have been led 
into believing, partly by fear and partly by credulity, 
without (as we hope hereafter to prove) any adequate 
proof, either from the Holy Scriptures, reason, or the 
writings of the early Fathers, when rightly understood. 
At present, however, we must confine ourselves to the 
treatise of St. Patrick, to which we have referred : " De 
tribus habitaculis regno Dei, mundo, inferno. "g The 
first chapter (we give the translation only, as 
there can be no dispute about its correctness) com- 
mences as follows : — 

" There are three habitations under the government 
of the Almighty God— the upper, the lowermost, and the 
middle : of these the uppermost is called the kingdom of 
God, or heaven ; the lowermost is termed hell; the middle 
is named this present world, or this earth. The two ex- 
tremes are altogether contrary the one to the other, and 
have nothing u-lialever in common with each other; for 
what fellowship can there be between light and dark- 
ness — between Christ and Belial ? but the middle hath 

! some similitude with the extremes : whence it is that it 
hath light and darkness, cold and heat, pain and no 
pain, joy and sorrow, hatred and love, the good and the 
bad, the just and the unjust, masters and servants, 
death and' life, and innumerable other such like things ; 
of which the one part bears an image of the kingdom of 
God, and the other of hell. For, in this world, there is a 
mixture of good men and bad men together ; whereas 
in the kingdom of God there are none bad — all are 
good; but in hell all are bad— none are good. And 
both of these places are being filled up out of the middle ; 



» Tirechan, whose notes on the life of St. Patrick are preserved in 
the Book of Armagh. 

t Dr. Ledwjehis the most remarkable of those wbo have maintained 
this paradox. See Lanigan i. 48. 

X Columbauus ad Hib., No. 3, p. 59. 

j Sancti ratricii Ibernorura ApostoH Synodi Canones, Opuscula 
Scholiis Illustrate, a J. L, Villanueva. Dublin!, 1855. P. 260. 



for of the men of this world some are lifted up to heaven, 
others are dragged down to hell— namely, like are joined 
to like : that is to say, good to good, and bad to bad ; 
just men to just angels, and wicked men to wicked 
angels ; the servants of God to God, the servants of the 
devil to the devil; the blessed are called to the kingdom 
prepared for them from the beginning of the world, the 
cursed are driven away into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels." 

He then proceeds to describe, in scriptural language, 
the happiness of the blessed in heaven and the torments 
of the damned in hell, where there shall be " weeping 
and gnashing of teeth," and innumerable kinds of tor- 
tures. In chapter 3 he eloquently descants on the 
insanity of those whom eternal punishment does not 
deter from the pleasures of the world ; and whom (in the 
4th chapter') he urges to resist the suggestions of Satan, 
and leave the "broad way" which leads to death for 
the " narrow path" which Christ trod before us, and 
which leads to life eternal. In chapter 5 he defends 
the prescience of God as compatible with the free 
agency of man : and ends this earnest and beautiful 
treatise by a chapter on the knowledge or the triple 
vision of body, spirit, and understanding, of the blessed 
in heaven. From beginning to end there is not con- 
tained in it the slightest allusion to any such place or state 
as purgatory, or to masses for the dead, or any such topic. 
This is admitted by Dr. Lanigan and Mr. Brenan, 
both Roman Catholic historians ; though they try to 
account for it in different ways, both equally unsatis- 
factory to any unbiassed mind. Dr. Lanigan attempts 
to explain it, by saying that St. Patrick had no occasion 
to mention purgatory in this tract, as it is only on per- 
manent habitations; in which case, however, it is 
obvious that the present world, as well as purgatory, 
would have been omitted, as no one can conceive this 
world to be a permanent habitation. Mr. Brenan sug- 
gests that, as hope is not excluded from purgatory, 
puruatory may, perhaps, be included, by the author of 
this treatise, under the state of happiness, or heaven. 
To this we shall venture to reply, in the words of 
Mr. King, in his Church History of Ireland, vol. i., 
p, 49:—" This is, to say the least of it, an unusually 
pleasant notion of purgatory ; and one that, if generally 
received, might save some money to many of our poor 
countrymen, and dissipate, too, some of their purga- 
torial societies ; it will hardly, however, strike our Ro- 
man Catholic friends as a very satisfactory way of meet- 
ing the troublesome silence of the treatise in question."* 

We have thus redeemed our pledge, so far as the opi- 
nions of St. Patrick are concerned. We shall take oc- 
casion hereafter to call the attention of our readers to 
other testimonies equally important, including that of 
St. Leo the Great, himself one of the popes, who was 
cotemporary with St. Patrick, and died in 461, and 
who appears to have been as little acquainted with the 
idea of penitents paying or performing in purgatory 
what they had failed to pay here, as St. Patrick himself: 
and we shall also discuss, seriatim, the several passages 
of Scripture and the Fathers relied on by Roman Ca- 
tholic writers in favour of their opinions ; remembering 
that the burden of proving their opinions to be true 
fairly lies on them, and not on those who rest on the 
distinct revelation of heaven and hell, as to which 
there is no dispute. In the meantime we would crave 
the attention of our serious readers to the con- 
sideration of the following words of our Blessed Lord, 
and his holy and beloved apostle, St. John, taken from 
the Douay Testament — "Amen, Amen, I say unto 
you, that he who heareth my word, and believeth him 
that sent me, hath life everlasting, and cometh not into 
judgment, but is passed from death into life." — 5th ch. 
Saint John's Gospel, 24th verse. If the servant of 
God passeth — nay, is passed from death to life, and 
cometh not into judgment, how can he pass from 
death to the excruciating, though terminable, pains 
of purgatory ? Those who have eternal life can suffer 
no intermediate punishment, judgment, or condemna- 
tion, according to the doctrine of Christ ; and if any 
are apprehensive lest even the blesstd should not be pure 
enough without purgatorial cleansing, let him read 
what the blessed apostle St. John says, in his first 
Epistle, ch. i., v. 7 :— " The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from am, sin." If that be true, what 
further cleansing is left for purgatory to do? and on that 
view and on no other we can easily understand the 
glorious and comforting words of the same St. John, in 
the Apocalyptic vision, where he writes — " Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord. From henceforth now, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, 
for their works follow them." — Apoc. ch. xiv., 13th ver. 



Credulity and Scepticism Credulity has been 

well defined to be " belief without reason ;" and scep- 
ticism its opposite, as — " Reason without belief." It is 
difficult to determine which is the more incompatible 
with practical common sense. 

»As to the place called St. Patrick's Purgatory, in Lough Derg, 
County Donegal, which may occur to the minds of some of our readers, 
it never was believed by any one to have relation to the future state t 
and Dr. Lanigan (vol. i., p. 368) states that it never was heard of till 
the eleventh century, 500 years aaer St. Patrick's time ; and that it 
was demolished in U»7,by order of the Pope, though in some manner 
restored since, 



